


MeSH Medical Subject Headings

» MeSH is the standard terminology used by the indexer

and helps to find articles on the topic, regardless of the
exact wording used by the authors.

» Controlled vocabulary of subject terms; it is another

feature built into PubMed to enhance retrieval of best
evidence.




What is MeSH?

A7

MeSH is a vocabulary of subject headings and subheadings
Subject terms are selected and approved for use by NLM

Each year subject headings are revised with additions and
deletions

» Used to describe the subject content of all publication types
In PubMed and in the library catalogs

» Hierarchy of terms with broad and narrow terms
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Advantages of MeSH

Consistency in meaning of terms Is maintained over
time

Synonyms are organized under one MeSH term

Allows for both specific and comprehensive results

Cuts down on Irrelevant retrieval




The MeSH controlled vocabulary is a distinctive feature of
MEDLINE.

It imposes uniformity and consistency to the indexing of
biomedical literature.

MeSH terms are arranged in a hierarchical categorized
manner called MeSH Tree Structures and are updated
annually.

Searching using MeSH allows you to overcome problems of
spelling and terminology; especially when you might not be
aware of different spellings or terminology.
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Related citations
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Tumers or cancer of the human BEEAST.

[12: Breast Neoplasms, Male Lirks
Any neoplasms of the male breast. These occur infrequently in males i developed countries, the incidence being about 1% of that in
females.

Year mtroduced: 1995
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GenBank AY009093
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